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[57] ABSTRACT 

A method (100, 700, 800) for detecting and eliminating 
circular routed messages in a telecommunications network 
includes the steps of receiving a message, and determining 
a derived destination point code for the received message 
(102). The derived destination point code is then compared 
with an originating point code in the message (108). A 
circular routed message is detected if the derived destination 
point code is the same as the originating point code. This 
comparison may be disabled and instead the routing infor- 
mation for routing the message indicated by the derived 
destination code may be compared with the originating point 
code (706). Alternatively, the network identifiers indicated 
by the derived destination point code and the originating 
point code are compared (806), 

19 Claims, 3 Drawing Slieets 
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